Introduction
method of approach has been adopted wherever
it has been found necessary. The first chapter,
therefore, sketches the development of road and
rail transport, and commences with a short
account of the importance of transportation as
an agent in enhancing 'value' and shows how
it is an integral feature of an exchange economy
and how it leads to economic development. The
author then traces the history of road-making
and makes copious references to the road engi-
neering activities of the Indian monarchs
through the centuries and concludes that though
the credit of having planned our present road
system goes to our British administrators, India
was famous for its roads even as early as the
times of the Mauryans.
The early road policy of the 'British seems to
have been largely dictated by military needs so
that our present road system consisting of nearly
82,300 miles of metalled and 225,000 miles of
umnetalled roads, has been the result of a long
and laborious process of engineering. The
author then proceeds to a discussion of the
adequacy of our road communications and their
place in our economy. He shows with the aid of
statistics that the Madras Presidency is the best
served Province in this respect, having an area
of nearly 4 4 sq. miles for every mile of road.
Over 50*3 per cent of the total area of the
presidency is more than ten miles from any rail-
way so that the dependence of the presidency
,on road communications is inescapable.
The responsibility for the maintenance of the
roads is divided among the Public Works
Department, the District Boards that look after
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